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TO 
_ HIS ROYAL HIGHNESS 
FREDERICK, : 
| DUKE OF YORK AND ALBANY, _ 
PRINCE BISHOP OF OSNABRUCK, &c. &c. 
THE FOLLOWING CANTOS 
COMPOSED ON THE DOWNFALL 
OF THE ROMAN CONFEDERACY, 


BY THE MOST GALLANT AND VICTORIOUS 
LORD RODNEY, 
ON THE EVER MEMORABLE 
12th OF APRIL 1782, 5 
ARE, WITH ALL DUTIFUL RESPECT AND ADMIRATION _ 


or HIS MANY PRINCELY VIRTUES, 
MOST HUMBLY INSCRIBED 
BY HIS ROYAL HIGHNESS'S MOST OBEDIENT, 
MOST DEVOTED, HUMBLE SERVANT, 


R. COEVIELEL. 


MOST HUMBLY INSCRIBED | | _” 


HIS GRACE THE DUKE OF RUTLAND. 


Duris ut ilex tonſa bipennibus 
Nigræ feraci frondes in Algido 

Per damna, per cædes, ab ipſo ö 

Ducit opes animumque ferro. Hor. in Druſ. 


DrscRNb dread goddeſs of the fearleſs eye 
Whether with flaming Seraphim on high, 
You lead th inexpreſſive choral ſong, 
on golden harps, amid the victor thron Wo 


of winged Saints, who doff their glitt ring crowns, 34 
0 amaranth, before the ſapphire thrones: 


Meet notes of praiſe and ſongs of triumph ſing | 
To th God of Battles, HEAvEN's ALMIGHTY Kino. bh "4. ) 1 
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Fell Antichriſt enchain'd i in ſulph'rous flame; | J 


In __y a a+ founder'd on the wave. | 15 


2. 


Or hov' ring o'er the Fang more ſacred te 


| By him from BosworTH s bloody fields you ſhade Io 


P | 


The Hrxoxs Sunixzs: Thy Howanxp's“ deathlefs fame, 


Thy SzyrmovuR's, DRAKE 5, thy RALEIGH s bold to tame, 


When vaſt Armada by the free and brave, 


"Twas you who 19 their ſouls, who ſwelPd the ſtorm 
Of thund'ring battle, when thy ſons deform 
With fire and carnage mid the burning tide; 
Thy DAWES I id Rost. ks the En. 8 ur 


Come 


* Lord Charles Howard, Lord Henry Seymour, and the bold Admirals 
Drake, Rhaleigh, Frobiſher, and Hawkins, have made their names im- 


mortal, by completing the deſtruction of the Spaniſh Am when 
Philip invaded . in 1588. 


+ The galant Lord Haske overthrew M. Conflans, who had failed from 
Breſt to cover the then intended invaſion in November 1759. 


} It was in the famous battle 168 2, that the ever renowned Admiral 
Ruſſel defeated Tourville, with a mighty fleet and army ready to embark 
| ta 


CFY 


Come from their laurel'd Tous, and deck thy crown 20 


With wreaths of Britiſh oak in honour of thy Soy: 
Thy favourite Sox demands the victor ſong, - 
which pealing fleets and ſhouting hoſts prolong : - 


Whilk - 


to invade England. He then burnt the Risinc SUN of Faance, with other 
capital ſhips, and put an end to all endeavours of the Houſe of Bourbon 
to replace on the throne of Englund the moſt 2 James the VII. 


— 


* The following verſes — on the Author great ns from many 
merchants and others, traders to St. E uſtatius. 
Hail, Rooney ! thrice with ma triumph crown'd, 
While Spain, Batavia, mourn thy thunders roar, 
And haughty France, transfix d with mortal wound, 
Bous her proud fails, and dyes the ſeas with gore. 


For Thee, with trophies of immortal fame, 
Thy country decorates the arch of praiſe 
With darling ſons enrolls thy deathleſs name, 

W n pry? ! boaſt of future days! 


Long mal the Muſes aug in parka quire | 
The Hero, He! turning with effort great 
The ſtorm of war: mid thunder, death, and fire, 
Reſolv'd to fall, or ſtem the tides of fate. 


5 

| - Whilſt glorying in his might, our Barvrsn Jove, | 
Who flings the volly'd lightning from above, 
Mid the thick gloom ſerene, and ſends the free 


And brave to humble e graſping tyranny, 


| More 


And herald fame on angel trumpet blow 
Hleſperian Iſles redeem'd ! the fubje& main 
Circling her empire! while the vanquiſh'd foe 
Mourn their prod league and pomp of war as vain. 


While Envy fel e mn rous Faction led, 
Foul Harpies they! to blaſt thy flow'ring fame, 
In Hell's deep gloom ſhall hide the guilty head 
Before the triumph of thy loud acclaim. 


And Britain bath, with a mother's joy and glory in her heroic ſon, re- 
corded in her annals, in letters of gold, what will be read with peculiar 
_exultation by the brave and free to lateſt ages, That, on the ever memo. 
rable 12th of April 1782, the moſt active and intrepid Lord Rodney, at 
a time when the Britiſh empire was brought into the moſt eminent dan- 
ger, by the wicked combination of many powerful Princes, headed by 
the ambitious Houſe of Bourbon, moſt ſucceſsfully encountered the 
numerous fleets of France, with all their army on board, conducting by 
Count de Grafle, to join the Spaniſh armament, in order to complete 
the conqueſt of the Weſt India Hlands, and invade the empire where moſt 
acceſſible. | in”: | CORE Gn Fog 


The 


CE 


More proudly fills his throne: The ArL810n Quezs | 5 
A ſparkling STAR begilds the ſolemn ſcene, 
Charming the gloom, with ſmiles of Love and Peace: 30 


Her golden Sceptre bids the tempeſt ceaſe; ; 
Hoarſe winds and waves: while Bourbon's tremblin g hi 
And ſhrinking navies own BRITANNIA'S pow'r. 
And 


The gallant Briton, fired with the public cauſe, fell upon the ene- 
my's fleet with a ſpirit, ſkill, and fury unknown before, and ſpread ter- 
ror, death, and carnage through every ſhip. With irreſiſtible ardour, 
he continued this moſt bloody and deciſive battle a whole day, till night 
cloſed upon the dreadful ſcene. The very flower and ſtrength of the 
French navy were ſunk, taken, or effectually deſtroyed. The undaunted 
Count de Graſſe, who did all that man could do to prevent this fatal 

cataſtrophe, with his few ſurviving officers, fighting it out bravely to the 
laſt, was taken in the famous Ville de Paris, a moſt capital ſhip, which 
was the glory and boaſt of the French nation. | 


Thus the irreſiſtible ſpirit and undaunted bravery of one Great Man 
gave 2 mortal blow for ever to this proud and alarming confederacy 
turned the ſcales of a moſt diſaſtrous and expenſive war on the ſide of 
Britain, againſt all her numerous and vaunting enemies; and, under 
the direction of Divine Providence, which ordains the riſe and the fall of 
nations, ſaved, by a moſt ſignal and complete victory, the Britiſh empire, 
when TO to the very VEIRE of deſtruction. | 


B = The 


160 


And rn Sweet Beam of RurrAxp's Princely Line! 
In whom concentring all their Splendors ſhine: —35 
As ſome new. planet. ſtreams his orient light, 

5 Fair ſparkling on the raven brow of night; 

Reft of that Sun, who in cxalted ſphere, _ 

Shone Rokr to conduct thy JOCUND YEAR; 1 


1 
EE. : 
FAY * *. - 


The ſucceſsful mancevres of one ſkilful, active, and undaunted Admi- 
ral, whoſe ſoul was proof againſt every conſideration, fave the Love os 
His KiNG AND CounTay, eſtabliſhed again, in the eſtimation of the 
world, the declining character of the Britiſh: nation, maintained with 
ſplendour the empire e and T 
all Europe. 


It vill not be forgotten, that, in in 1378, Kool Rodney defeated the Spa- 
niſh fleet under the brave Don Langara, who, with his Rear-Admiral, 
and- ſeveral ſhips of the line, fell into his hands. He allo reduced St Eu- 
ſtatia, where ſeveral millions in ſpecie and merchandiſe were taken. The 
Dutch fleet richly laden, were alſo 9 and their Admiral, fighting 
bravely, was killed, 5 | 


Such 8 actions 4 Low! Rodney the _—_ e naval 
character of the times; and reflect a luſtre round the Hero, which nei - 
ther fortune nor nobility, nor the moſt flattering exertions of panegyric 
can beſtow; and which no clouds raiſed by Malice, Envy, and Party, by: 
Outlaws and abandoned Traitors to their country, with all their impotent 
attempts, ſhall ever be able. to tarniſh or eclipſe to lateſt ages. | 


In. 


„ 
In whoſe bright Orb prime Honour built her bow , 
And Worth gave luſtre beyond wealth or pow-r; 
Emboſom'd in thy CynTarra's trembling Ray, 
Begild thy Creſcent with etherial day ; 


According with the Nine Harmonious Lyres, 
Roll on thy courſe amid Congenial Fires 
Smile on ſequeſter'd Muſe! thy Beams beguile 
Rude ſtorms of life, with ſweet propitious ſmile; 
A ſtranger hails thy Princely Worth the STaw 
Of Ru DLAND ſhines to cheer the wretch afar; 
While to the PATRIOT $ Toms, he ever bears 
Freſh flo wrets wat' red with the Mufes tears. 


Hark J Bourbon cries, the mighty league is ſeal'd, 
Which nor by Fate herſelf can be repeal d: | 
Stamp'd on the roll of deſtiny. is come, 

The day which fixes hau ghty BRIr A 7's doom. 
Lo! Mars thy brazen clarion ſounds afar! _ | 
The blood ſtain d nen bear wy mad ning e, car 
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Thro hills of carnage: : How with horror quakes 


3 Each hau ghty Hlander, while ruin ſhakes 

| Io deſolation wide; from pole to pole, | —— 

N The Thrones once Bourbon s ancient fierce tel | ; 
1 Like an unwealdy column Bok appears, 


Her ftate amid the waves; ſhe lordly rears, 
Imperial Crowns and Scepter'd Rule, emboaſt 
With Trophies ere long humbled in the duft. 65 
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Proud ATALANTA in the Weſtern main, | 
By me has burſt their SznaTe's galling chain. 
My victor Hoſts ſhall cruſh. their EASTERN PRIDE, 
Where Indian Ganges with their blood is dyed. 


HEesPERIAN ISLES with treaſur'd ſpoils afar, r NY. 0 


This arm ſhall ſeize the Sts of their war: 
While mighty Sralx, by boaſtful league ally'd, 
Her weſtern ſeas ſhall with Armada hide; 
And ſtaunch BaTavra rouſing at my call, 
With Parricide and Picaſon fix their fall. 7 5 
b The 


6 


The North and Sourh ſtill rivals to divide 
BRTTANNIA“'s ſpoils, all combat on our ſide. 

This arm alone could circumſcribe their Reign: 
How ſhall our league their Dragon pride enchain! 
Ye numerous hoſts! unknown in fight to yield; 80 
For creſſey, 1 gincourt, and Blenheim” s field, 

Take vengeance now; and for the Danube's Flood, 


Swim your proud courſers in their richeſt blood, 


Heroes of France! to you her Princes call, 
Expunge in l the hapleſs Tourville's fall, „ 
And Conflans Thine! be Calpes tow ring ſteep, ws 
And Lago's ſhame remember'd-0n the PE A 
The haughty Iſlanders ſhall ſoon deplore, (as 
Their Empire ſhaken to wild Orca's Shore. 

5 My arm of {ſtrength the conflict ſhall decide; 7 90 
The ax ſhall tame their SENATE's Lordly Pride; 
And pure Religion, with her hallowed fires, | 
Shine forth renew'd, and wake her choral choirs. 

The river Dragon by proud inroads gor'd | 

PII yield Aveusrta's wealth to fire and fword ; 85 95 


6 
— | : ö "2 4 : 5 


Then drive the Line of BRUNSWIC 1 the Crown, 


To rear in Gepn Any their frugal Throne. EE 


WV 


Here ceas'd the Grand Monarch; Kin Hoſts prepare, 
To ran ge their Miriads and commence the war: 
To end BRITANNIA'S Glory and her Reign, e was 


8 France ſounds a fierce defiance on the Main. 
Our Britiſh Groxoꝝ their pageant boaſt of pride, 
With ſcorn attends; and, like himſelf, .defy'd. 


£1# 4 1 > 


What Boaſter 8 threat acroſs JPY. native STOR 


Provokes my Thunder which in ſilence ſleeps; 3 10 
Which once arous'd, and at proud Bourbon hurl'd, 

Is Heaven's Loud Storm to ſhake a guilty World. 

And are We in the meaſurement of pride, 

Which Britiſh velour ſcans with partial ſtride, 

So fallen, ſo ſunk, that a 1 mers Hoſt of Slaves, e 
Should ſound defiance on 1 native WAVES : 1 
Should challen ge thus thoſe dauntleſs Sons who tamd "hp 
Fell Antichriſt when his Armada flam'd, | 


And 


| "Is ) 15 


5 


And ſcorch'd our Engliſh Seas; who at La-Hogue 


And Lagos were o'erthrown: The Hydra dog 
Of Erebus, may howl with lengthen'd breath; 
Our Engliſh Maſtiffs, fierce with Jaws of Death, 
Shall quell the Monſter and his beſtial train 

of craft and Malice vauntin g but in vain. 
CANTABRIA long bewails the fatal day 

She join'd her floating caſtles in the fray: 
Armada vaſt again ſhall ſink in woe, 

My Sons of glory ſtrike the dreadful Blow: 
Another Tourville ſee his Fleets expire, 
Another Rrs NG Sun mid ſmoke and fire: 
BATAvria o'er the deeps her Sercty Sro1L, ” 
Behold the treaſures of the BarTrsn IsLE, 

And Ar AEANTA from the free and brave, 
Shrink to the Covert of Degraded Slave. 


Bold SONS OF FIRE who dare undaunted go, 


Vid death and carnage gainſt your Country's foe, 


Who brave all dan; gers. May your fearieſs might 
For BRITAIN ride triumphant thro' the fight. } 


116 


120 
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Tour 


Your Country calls! thrice valiant Sons or WAR ! 

Thou Hood! thou RoDney! dreaded from afar; - 1235 
Go pour ſwift vengeance on the vaunting band 

Of Bourbon ſpoilers: In your Nervous Hand 

My lightnings brandiſh, to confound the foe, 

Till Bourbon fink by dreadful overthrow ; 3 


And proud confed'rate K1 NGDOMS. meet their doom 140 
As light'ning but diſpels the tempeſt gloom ; „ 
And BrITAiN gives the humbled world to know, 
She riſes greater from each Foreign Blow. 
* 8 
The SOV REIGN Ceas gd, his Soxs of Twoxoen | 

Their pomp of Battle o'er th Atlantic tide. I45 
Like two black clouds with tempeſt fraught THEY come, 
Ten thouſand Thunders ſlumb'ring in their womb: 
| Increaſing Horror takes each 3oDING EYE, 

Condenſing Uproar ſweeps alon 8 che Sky; 

Till waſteful Devaſtation ruſh amain, | e 150 
In Fiery Deluge from th' etherial Plain. 


END OF CANTO FIRST. 
oY * Go Kh: g 5 0 ; 
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